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> Casey's decision reversed one tak:
ien by his predecessor, retired Adm.

Casey s Move latest

ln Growmo Secrecy
i* . By Henry S.Br adsher- h

Washington Star Staff Wmer -

[N

* After years of controversy wzthm
the CIA over how helpful the agency
should be to journalists, Director:
William J. Casey has halted a prac-,
‘tice of making agency analysts avail--
‘able on-a selective basis to answer
reporters’ quesnons about non-

1 secret subjects. .-

This t‘ghtemng of the agency S m- :
- formation policy. was decided npon .
March 27 but was. not publicized.
-Queried about 'it- yesterday, CIA’
spokesman Herbert Hetu said Casey
felt that press briefings were an im- -
position on the analysts’ time. Other
sources said there were broader rea-
sons of secrecy.

. ~The decision came amid a general
administration nahtemng of access’
~to information relatmg to secunty :
and foreign affairs. .

The National Securxry Councxl has
become out of bounds to journalists.:
‘Both the State and Defense Depart-.
-ments are providing less informa-,
tion than they had in the past, with |
spokesmen rarely  going beyond .
terse written -material. B

But the State Department st111 al-
lows a fairly wide range of contacts
between its officials and reporters
if somewhat less than in the last ad-:
ministration. At the Péntagon the
large military- public relatxons op-+
eration continues to arrange inter-;|
views on routine subjec ts not mvolv-
ing intelligence data.. )

Much of the mformanon that
‘journalists in Washmgton use. in-
writing-about security and foreign..
‘affairs comes from -background
briefings by government .officials. -
People who are unwilling to be quot-.
ed by name as.the source of pub-,
lished material often provide infor-;;
mation that is attribiited. only to- |
.vaguely tdenufted sources..
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“+ For ‘about a"quarter-century, the.
CIA has been among the infrequent .
_provxders of background:informa-_
tion for American Journahsts For-
. eigners were not welcome: .
A reporter-with questrons about
‘the Soviet economy or the North Ko-
rean political situation or the con-.
flict in Chad could telephone the
agency’s- unpublicized information
office and ask for a briefing. Some-
‘times reguests were turned down be-
‘cause a subject was too sensitive. Re- -
~ quests for information on a current.;
£risis situation were usually denied.
oni 'the grounds .that CIA analysts
were.too busy. i i
= But -often -an . appomtment was
made for the journalist to drive out
to'Langley and talk with analysts —-
~not the ClA’s operations people. or
"age'tts- just the analysts. Last.year-
there were 125 such briefings. In .
1975, when - former. Sen. Frank
Church’s committee mvestxgattons
-of the CIA sparked. more mterest
there were 247, - -
- CIA people say there has always
been some controversy within the
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“-sult, the sanitized or expurgated ver-.

agency about the practice.’, ~ -~ -
Some officials felt"that it was a '
worthwhile public service; a ]UStlfl-- ’
able use of analysts’ time and some-. |
times valuable asan exchange of ma- [
terial “with well- mformed
‘journalists. Others felt it was an im-
‘position .on- analysts, that it .could
iharm overseas operations, and that.
‘it hampered the CIA’s exchange of ’
untelhgence ‘with- foreign agencies ;
swho worried about leaks. here. .
¢+ Asked for Casey's reasons for. cut-
“ting off -briefings, Hetu cited only-
ithe problem of imposing upon anal-’
"ysts time. But other CIA. officials.
¢said that was only part of the consxd-’
ierations, perhaps a minor part. = |
; “Alot of our people never liked
briefing the press,” according to one
official who declined to be identi-
-fied. *They were always walkinga’
:thin line.. They weren't supposed to’
‘use classified material, but to really .
make briefings .on most subjects !

:meaningful they had to get_prettyj

:close to it..It was uncomfortable.” -
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“Stansfield Turner. When he became
.CIA director in the Carter adminis-
tration, Turner decided to become,
more public about - the .agency’s.
‘work. Hetu S ofnce became more ac-
‘tiver s =

One of Turners orders was' to,
make more CIA studies publicly:
:available if that could be done with:.
out compromising-secrecy. As a re-

_sions of an increasing number of | .
g:lassmed studies have been circulat- |
-ed in recent years to Congress, the
;press, academtc msntutlons and oth~
LerS. R
Hetu saxd this pubhcattons pohcy
twas now under:review: e
- National : Security Council staft‘
-members have also been sources of -
: bac}\ground information’, for. - -jour-
‘nalists for a number of years. Butin
‘the Reagan admtmstranon that nas
‘stopped. el
-- Richard v Allen th° counul S |
‘head as President Reagan’s security |
“adviser, has'given occasional back-;
‘ground briefings on major topies of,
current interest: But, as part of the
‘new. administration’s policy of play-{
‘ing down the NSC’s role, he alone-is.s
supposed to tatk to Journahsts =
"The situation has become so seni-
sitive that ]ournahsts now need es:|
‘corts to go into the old Executive Of-
fice Building, where most I\SC staff
members have their. offtces ST
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